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With summer on its way there has never been a better time to explore the Bridgewater 
Canal in Salford. The current towpath improvements will make it even easier to walk, 
run or cycle beside the canal from Barton all the way through to Boothstown. From 
doodling, bat detecting, foraging, strolling, volunteering, woodworking, singing or even 
bug-hunting, our exciting activities programme offers lots of fun and fascinating ways to 
explore this historic waterway.  
And summer means festival season which includes our fantastic annual highlight – the 
Bridgewater Weekender. Come and join in…

IT’S ALL HAPPENING… 
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Family fun 

Oodles of  Doodles! 
Thursday 18 August, 10am – 12pm, Duke’s Drive  
Join artist Sarah Marsh on an unusual umbrella doodle walk around Duke’s Drive. This 
walk is for families and will give children a unique experience as they doodle their way 
along the canal using special pens on transparent umbrellas, drawing what they see 
around them. Sarah will show you how to relook at what is familiar – come rain or shine!
Umbrellas and paints provided. Suitable for age 5+
Places are free but limited so please book at www.est1761.eventbrite.co.uk

Bridgewater Beasties  
Thursday 25 August, 1 – 3pm 
Duke’s Drive  
Join us on a hunt for some special creatures. 
Will you be fast enough to catch a jumping 
froghopper or brave enough to pick up a 
slug? Come along and join in the adventure - 
you never know what you will find….
This activity is free. All ages welcome. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
All materials provided but bring a net if you 
have one!
Meet on the meadow at Duke’s Drive, just 
beyond the car park. 

Explore the delights of the Bridgewater Canal 
together. 
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Bridgewater Bat Walks 
Friday 6 May, 8pm – 10pm and 
Friday 13 May, 8pm – 10pm 

 
Join these night time bat walks along the 
Bridgewater Canal from Monton to Worsley 
and use a bat detector to hear the sounds 
they make whilst hunting for insects. Please 
bring a torch. This is a canal side walk and 
children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Booking required at  
www.est1761.eventbrite.co.uk
Distance: 3.5 miles (EASY). Meeting 
point: Old Fold Pocket Park, entrance 
to the Bridgewater Canal, Parrin Lane, 
Monton. Public transport: Patricroft train 
station; bus stop nearby.

Bridgewater Discovery Walk – Monton to Worsley 
Saturday 14 May, 2pm – 4pm

 
This walking tour takes you around historic Monton village, the disused railway loopline 
and into the Duke’s village of Worsley. This circular walk will time travel via science and 
engineering breakthroughs. 
Booking required at www.est1761.eventbrite.co.uk 
Distance: 3 miles (FAIRLY EASY). Meeting point: Duke’s Drive, Parrin Lane, Monton. 
Public transport: Patricroft train station, bus stop nearby. 

Bridgewater Discovery Walk – Monton to Boothstown 
Tuesday 17 May, 10am – 1.30pm 

 
Following the Bridgewater Canal we will visit Worsley (where the canal began - with boats 
bringing coal from underground) and continue on to Boothstown. After a short rest (please 
bring a packed lunch) we will cross the canal and return to Duke’s Drive at Monton.
Booking required at www.est1761.eventbrite.co.uk
Distance: 6 miles (MEDIUM). Meeting point: Duke’s Drive, Parrin Lane, Monton, M30 
Public transport: Patricroft train station; bus stop nearby.

Greater Manchester 
Walking Festival 
We’re really excited to be part of the Greater Manchester Walking Festival which takes 
place from Sunday 1 May until Tuesday 31 May. The festival aims to make people more 
enthusiastic about walking no matter what their age, interest or ability. You can find out more 
at www.tfgm.com/walking
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Revealing 
Bridgewater Canal’s 
hidden stories 
Are you interested in uncovering and interpreting the past?
Our heritage projects offer a range of opportunities to creatively explore the many 
stories of Salford’s Bridgewater Canal. For more information about any of our heritage 
projects please contact Katherine Rice at bridgewatercanal@salford.gov.uk or on 
07766 550352. 

Heritage Volunteers
We are looking for volunteers to contribute 
to the transformation of the Bridgewater 
Canal through rediscovering its stories 
and sharing them with residents and 
visitors. There are many ways you can take 
part – from researching photographs and 
documents, exploring heritage features 
along the canal to taking part in visits to 
archive collections, devising interpretative 
walks and lots more. The volunteer 
programme is designed to be as flexible 

as possible. If you have an interest in a 
specific topic related to the history of the 
Bridgewater Canal in Salford we should be 
able to help you find out more and support 
you to share the stories you discover with 
a wider audience. 
Our heritage volunteers meet up every 
couple of weeks to share their progress 
and work together on joint projects. Come 
along and become part of the Bridgewater 
Canal’s unique history. 
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Soundwaves and waterways
Would you like to help us to gather oral 
histories, conversations and sounds from 
the past and present? We can provide 
training so that you can help us to seek 
out and record memories and stories 
about the Bridgewater Canal. Sound 
artist Karen Lauke will weave together 
the spoken word with sounds of the 
canal to create soundscapes, bringing 
the stories to life and immersing listeners 
in them. If you’d like to explore the many 
possibilities of working with sound and 
speech or if you know someone with 
a story to tell about life along the canal 
please get in touch. 

Guiding lights 
- guided walk 
leader training
How would you like to pick up some 
tips from renowned writer and Blue 
Badge Guide Jonathan Schofield on 
how to lead a walk or tour? Whether 
you are interested in progressing 
as a walk leader or just looking to 
run activities for a local group or 
organisation this introductory course 
will help you develop your expertise. 
Using the Bridgewater Canal as a 
focus you will be able to transfer 
the skills you learn to other areas of 
interest. This may be of particular 
value to members of local history 
groups, friends groups or other 
Salford based organisations but we 
welcome enquiries from anyone. 
Places are limited so please contact 
us to register an interest in the 
course and dates will be announced 
in due course.

Bridgewater 
Ballads
Do you enjoy singing?
Are you fascinated by stories of 
the past and present? Discover the 
history of working people in the area 
through the songs that they sang 
with performer and writer Jennifer 
Reid. The ‘pre-eminent broadside 
balladress of the Manchester 
region’ will lead a series of 
workshops researching and creating 
ballads which will culminate in a 
performance. Please contact us for 
more information. 
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Bird Song Identification Walk 
Friday 6 May, 8.30am - 1.30pm 
Duke’s Drive  
Have you ever heard a bird singing and 
wondered which one of our feathered 
friends it was? Join an expert from 
Greater Manchester Ecology Unit 
for a walk starting at Duke’s Drive, 
through Worsley Woods and down the 
Bridgewater Canal to see which bird 
species we can find. The walk will be 
followed by a brief session on how to 
put your findings into RODIS (an online 
species recording programme).
To book your place, go to  
www.est1761.eventbrite.co.uk

Spring Foraging 
Saturday 7 May, 2pm – 4pm
Duke’s Drive  
Join an expert forager from Discover the 
Wild and see what delights you can find. 
Learn about what to eat and what not 
to eat from nature’s plentiful bounty. Try 
some tasty homemade wild garlic soup 
and take away some recipes to make at 
home.
Please wear suitable outdoor footwear. 
To book your place, go to  
www.est1761.eventbrite.co.uk

Summer Foraging  
Saturday 23 July, 2pm – 4pm
Duke’s Drive  
Our local expert from Discover the Wild 
is back again to take us on a walk of 
culinary discovery. Learn what to eat and 
what not to eat from nature’s summer 
bounty and take away some recipes to 
make yourself.
Please wear suitable outdoor footwear. 
To book your place, go to  
www.est1761.eventbrite.co.uk

 

Bridgewater Nature 
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It’s back! 
After last year’s Bridgewater Weekender 
brought thousands of you outdoors to 
explore the delights of Salford’s Bridgewater 
Canal, we’re getting ready to make this 
year’s event even better. 
We’re still finalising the details of what 
will be on offer but we promise you won’t 
be disappointed as we celebrate the 
birthday of this much loved local waterway 
which opened 255 years ago. Family fun, 
entertainment, music, heritage and crafts are 
all on offer, along with a great opportunity to 
explore the canal and the spaces next to it. 
This year we’ll be at four locations over the 
two days so why not come along to all that’s 
on offer over the weekend.
The Bridgewater Weekender starts off on 
Saturday morning from 10am with twice 
the fun as we get stuck in to some ‘bridges’ 
themed activities at Barton Aqueduct 
Pocket Park whilst at Patricroft we celebrate 

‘journeys’ at the spot where the first intercity 
railway crosses the first true canal. In the 
afternoon the action moves to the opposite 
end of the canal with some woodland family 
frolics at Bridgewater Park in Boothstown 
from 2pm until 4pm.
And if you are still clamouring for more, 
we’re back the following day for a party 
from 11am until 4pm on Worsley Green. 
The Fair on The Green presents performers 
and artists as well as hosting children’s 
activities, craft stalls and the customary tea 
and cakes…. And we’ll also be spilling over 
the humpback bridge for some canal side 
capers.
We’ll be sharing more details nearer the time 
so keep an eye on our new website  
www.est1761.org or follow us on 
Twitter @SalfordCanal or  
Facebook at www.facebook.com/Est1761 

Bridgewater Weekender
Saturday 16 & Sunday 17 July 2016
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Nature in Focus 
Saturday 21 May
Beginners session from 10am - 12pm 
Advanced session from 1pm - 3pm 
Bridgewater Park, Boothstown  
Join Luke Blazejewski on a voyage of 
photographic discovery in this untouched 
haven for wildlife in Boothstown. Luke 
will give you hints and tips on how best 
to use your camera and capture nature in 
a new way.  

Eyewitness Photography Walks: 
Friday 3 June, 10am – 1pm  
Worsley Walk  
Friday 5 August, 10am – 1pm 
Barton and Patricroft Walk  
Photographer tutor Aidan O’Rourke offers 
his unique experience, artistic eye and 
educational expertise on a photography 
walk along the canal ensuring that 
everyone learns through his informal 
jargon-busting approach and friendly, 
engaging manner.

Introduction to Wildlife Photography 
Saturday 11 June, 2pm – 4pm  
Duke’s Drive  
Join Dave Winnard, a wildlife 
photographer from Discover the Wild and 
learn how to take interesting photos of 
local flora and fauna.

Adults only, places are free but booking is essential at www.est1761.eventbrite.co.uk 
Please bring a camera (any type from a compact to a DSLR).

Bridgewater Photography 
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Exploring the 
Bridgewater Canal 
Jonathan Schofield’s Barton Bridges Tour, Thursday 21 July, 1pm - 3pm  

Discover the fascinating story of the bridges 
at Barton. A tourist destination since the 
arrival of gongoozlers in 1761, the various 
crossing points at Barton have seen the 
Jacobite rebellion, the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution and the evolution of the river into 
a ship canal. Gain a new perspective on the 

Bridgewater Canal story with well known 
Blue Badge Guide and successful writer 
Jonathan Schofield. His entertaining and 
informative tours regularly sell out so don’t 
miss out on this one.
This tour is free but booking is essential at 
www.est1761.eventbrite.co.uk

Blooming Bridgewater
We’re planning to celebrate Salford’s 
Bridgewater Canal at RHS Flower Show 
Tatton Park this July as we develop our very 
own Garden Hideaway to showcase the 
canal to visitors. The structure will reflect 
the dynamism and ambition of the canal 
that acted as a catalyst for the Industrial 
Revolution. Planting around the shed will 
highlight the Bridgewater’s transition from 
industry to a new kind of network - one that 
supports wellbeing and leisure.
We want to make sure our Garden 
Hideaway has the local communities that 

live along the canal at its heart. So we’ll 
be running a series of workshop sessions 
where people can get involved in the 
construction, crafting and planting that will 
create something totally unique. 
Workshops will take place on  
Sunday 22 May, Wednesday 1 June, 
Saturday 18 June and Wednesday 6 July. 
We’ll release more details nearer the time. 
For information on how to get involved visit  
www.est1761.org/become-volunteer or 
email us at  
bridgewatercanal@salford.gov.uk
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Bridgewater Balsam Bash
Wednesday 3 August, 10am - 3pm 

 
Himalayan Balsam is an invasive plant 
which grows in dense stands, preventing 
the growth of native plants. Help us to 
stop the spread of balsam on Duke’s 
Drive by joining us on this balsam bash.
Meet in Duke’s Drive car park (off Parrin 
Lane).

Canal Clean-up!
Wednesday 31 August, 10am - 3pm 

 
Help to litter pick a number of areas 
along the canal and make it a better 
environment for everyone to enjoy. 
Meet in Duke’s Drive car park (off Parrin 
Lane).

Bridgewater 
Environment Volunteers
Enjoy working in the great outdoors, learning new skills and 
meeting new people?
Our volunteering activities are a great way to do all three! To find out more about 
becoming a Bridgewater Volunteer contact Jill Tyson on 07872 808003 or email 
bridgewatercanal@salford.gov.uk
All abilities are welcome and we provide all the tools and materials. We only ask that 
you are over 18 and have suitable footwear and outdoor clothing. Please bring a packed 
lunch – tea and coffee are provided.
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Manchester Histories 
Festival
Friday 3 – Sunday 12 June 2016  

Stick your Oar In!
Wednesday 8 June, 10am – 4pm, Duke’s Drive  

We’re proud to be able to share the stories 
of Salford‘s Bridgewater Canal as part of 
this year’s Manchester Histories Festival. 
Offering ten days of music, film, debate, 
talks, performance, walking tours, visual 
arts and much more, the festival aims to 
both celebrate the familiar and reveal the 
new and hidden histories and heritage 
from across Greater Manchester. As part 
of the festival, we’ll be holding a local 

event at Duke’s Drive on Wednesday 
8 June. We’ll also have an Est.1761 
stall at the festival’s Celebration Day on 
Saturday 11 June from 10.30am – 4pm at 
Manchester Town Hall. The Celebration 
Day includes exhibitions, talks, film 
screenings, games and lots more. Find 
out more about the Manchester Histories 
Festival at  
www.manchesterhistoriesfestival.org.uk

Join us for a spot of woodwork in a 
beautiful country park setting as part of 
Minecrafting – the ambitious project to 
build a ‘Starvationer’ boat, like those once 
used in the coal mines that led to the 
development of the canal back in 1761.
Minecrafting has been so popular that 
we want to offer as many new people as 
possible the chance to get involved. Start 
Creative will work with you to make your 
very own paddle so you can take home a 
small piece of modern day craft inspired 
by the heritage of the canal. 
Adults only with all levels of experience 
welcome. Bring a packed lunch and wear 
suitable outdoor clothing (the event will 
be under cover but outside).
Places are free but limited so booking is 
essential www.est1761.eventbrite.co.uk
For more information please contact Kate 
on 07966 316446
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Local community festivals 
As the sunny days arrive, communities along the canal celebrate with a programme of 
traditional summer fairs that offer lots of family fun.

Winton Festival 
Saturday 25 June, 11am – 4pm 
Winton Park, Dover Street, Winton  
M30 8LW  
Everyone is welcome to head down to 
Winton Park for the annual family fun day. 
Watch Salford’s Armed Forces Day Parade 
which leaves Duke’s Drive at 10.30am 
and goes down Parrin Lane before arriving 
at Winton Park for 11am. Enjoy lots of 
different entertainment which includes a 
live brass band and military displays as well 
as children’s rides and activities including 
face painting. With community stalls, food, 
crafts and lots more exciting activities, 
there’s something for everyone including 
afternoon tea with Salford Angels, the city’s 
very own Women’s Institute.
For more information contact andrew.
meadows@salford.gov.uk  

Monton Community Festival 
Saturday 2 July, 11am – 5pm 
Duke’s Drive  
The popular community festival is back in 
a new format and location. Around 100 
stalls will sell everything from jewellery, 
crafts and toys to fashion and games. 
Entertainment and activities range from 

Worsley Festival  
Monday 18 July – Friday 29 July 
(various locations)  
This highlight in Worsley’s annual calendar 
boasts a full programme of activities, culture 
and canal cruises. The very popular Concert 
on The Green takes place on Saturday 
9 July. Other highlights include festival 
cruises on Wednesday 20 and 27 July with 
afternoon tea in the library. The quiz night is 
on Tuesday 26 July and an all day art class 
takes place on Sunday 24 July. Look out for 
the full programme of events. 
The festival is organised by Worsley Events 
Group. For more information or tickets for 
events, contact Beryl on 0161 794 9627 
or Karen on 0161 794 1574 or drop in to 
Worsley Library on any Friday morning. 

a teddy bear’s picnic, a family pet show 
(creepy crawlies and cute, furry animals) a 
baking competition, local bands and other 
performers. The new, improved festival 
promises to be a vibrant mix of stalls, 
activities, entertainment as well as specialist 
food and drink including afternoon teas.
Organised by Monton Village Community 
Association (MVCA), more information is 
available at www.montonvillage.org.uk
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Health Walks 
Every Monday  
from 2pm until 
3pm
Boothstown  
Meet at Boothstown 
Community Centre, 
Stanfield Drive, 
Boothstown  
M28 1NB 

Every Tuesday 
from 10am until 
11am  
Monton  
Meet at Monton 
Unitarian Church, 
Monton Green  
M30 8AP

Every Friday  
from 10am until 
11am  
Worsley Woods  
Meet at Worsley 
Court House,  
M28 2PB 

Every Sunday 
from 10am until 
11am  
Monton  
Meet at Monton 
Unitarian Church, 
Monton Green  
M30 8AP 

Put your best foot forward with a friendly 
local walkers group. Call Jo Bennett on 
0161 778 0559 for more information.

Water superhighway 
Have you visited our new website  
www.est1761.org yet? 
You can find lots of information about 
the past, present and future of Salford’s 
Bridgewater Canal as well as details 
of events and activities, volunteering 
opportunities and visitor information. 
We’ll be adding more content over the 
coming months so keep coming back to 
stay up to date on everything Est.1761.
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Exploring the wider 
Bridgewater Canal 
The Bridgewater Canal developed from its roots in Salford to become a 65km (39 mile) 
waterway stretching from Runcorn to Leigh in the North West of England. It was originally 
constructed to transport the Duke of Bridgewater’s coal from his mine at Worsley efficiently 
and cheaply to the rapidly expanding towns and cities nearby. At its peak, over 3 million 
tonnes of traffic used the Bridgewater Canal. Nowadays it is a leisure waterway popular 
with many cruising boaters but also with walkers and cyclists who enjoy exploring the many 
miles of towpath. You can find out more about the canal at www.bridgewatercanal.co.uk

Boaters 
Boaters are welcome along the 
Bridgewater Canal route although all craft 
must have a Bridgewater Canal Licence. 
You can find out everything you need to 
know about licensing and mooring locations 
on the Bridgewater Canal Company’s 
website at  
www.bridgewatercanal.co.uk/boating 
You can also find out about hiring a boat (for 
a day or a short term break) and local boat 
operators. 

Fishing 
Various species of fish can be found 
along the Bridgewater Canal including 
rudd, roach, carp, perch, bream, tench 
and pike. If you would like to fish on the 
canal, there are a number of fishing clubs 
which have a licence to fish on various 
stretches of the Bridgewater. You can 
find out more about licences and the 
Fishing Code of Practice at  
www.bridgewatercanal.co.uk/todo/fishing 

The Bridgewater Canal is owned and operated by The Bridgewater Canal Company Limited, 
part of The Peel Group, in conjunction with the Bridgewater Canal Trust. You can contact 
the Bridgewater Canal Company directly by email at Bridgewatercanal@peel.co.uk or by 
telephone on 0161 629 8200 (between 2pm and 4pm Monday to Friday).



www.est1761.org
email bridgewatercanal@salford.gov.uk 
Follow us on Twitter @SalfordCanal 
Like us on Facebook - Est1761
Book activities at www.est1761.eventbrite.co.uk
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Visitor information
Duke’s Drive Country Park is a new visitor hub for the Bridgewater Canal in Salford. 
There are over 50 new parking spaces conveniently located off Parrin Lane. The area 
is served by regular bus services (the nearest stop is Monton Green) including service 
numbers 33, 61, 62 and 68. 


