
Friends of Walkden Station AGM – Briefing Note from Barbara Keeley MP – 4
th
 March 2009  

1 

Friends of Walkden Station AGM - Briefing Note from Barbara Keeley MP 
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As MP for Worsley, I am keen to support the work of the Friends of Walkden Station 
wherever possible.  
 
I am pleased to report back to members the actions I have taken over the last year to 
highlight the key issues facing the station and its rail services. Both of these need to 
be improved to ensure people in Worsley have access to a reliable rail service and 
better station facilities. I congratulate the Friends of Walkden Station for all the work 
you have done, both to improve the station environment in a practical way and to 
highlight the service changes which are needed. 
 
 

   March 2008  
   
I wanted to meet the Managing Director of Northern Rail Heidi Mottram, to raise rail 
service issues directly with her. At the end of March, Heidi Mottram and Jamie Ross 
the Area Manager from Northern Rail came to my office to discuss these in detail. 
 
The issues raised and the responses received following the meeting are: 
 
Platform length  
 
I made it clear to Heidi Mottram that the need to lengthen the station’s platform was a 
key issue and that by doing this longer trains could be accommodated, attracting 
more commuters to use the service.  
 
Heidi Mottram contacted me following our meeting to inform me that Northern Rail 
and Network Rail met to discuss this issue and to conduct a site visit at the station. 
During this visit both parties were able to see the platforms for themselves and were 
able to look at what action was needed.  I understand it is now felt that a longer 
length of platform could be brought into use. 
 
Timetabling 
 
We also discussed timetabling and I raised the issues regarding badly timed 
connections and the demand in the area for a Sunday service.  
 
Incompatible connecting services  
 
We discussed the need to develop more compatible connecting services. Heidi and 
Jonathan said there was be no short term solution to this issue due to December’s 
major revisions to the Greater Manchester timetables (which were already planned  
due to the changes to the Manchester-London timetable). However, they assured me 
that this is an issue they would continue to look at.  
 
Sunday services  
 
I raised at the meeting the need for a Sunday service, which would be welcomed by 
many local people and visitors to the area.  Back in March, both Heidi and Jonathan 
said that this issue was being discussed at length with Greater Manchester 
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Passenger Transport Executive. I followed this issue up in November and the 
outcome of this follows later in this note. 
 
 
Station improvements  
 
I questioned why there had been no adequate funding by Northern Rail to improve 
Walkden Station’s facilities and when we could expect something to be done about 
this. Heidi Mottram highlighted the Rail Station Improvement Strategy and we 
discussed how this could benefit Walkden Station. 
 
This Strategy is being worked on by Northern Rail and GMPTE at selected stations 
and involves Northern Rail refurbishing ticket offices while GMPTE is investing in 
CCTV and Customer Information Systems. Heidi Mottram informed me that it is 
intended that Walkden Station will be included in this scheme in either the 2010/2011 
or 2011/2012 financial years.   
 

July 2008  
 
Walkden Station and the Transport Innovation Fund  

 
In July I opened the parliamentary debate on the Greater Manchester Transport 
Innovation Fund and I referred to the problems at Walkden Station.   
 
I opposed the proposals to introduce a congestion charge on the grounds that I did 
not believe it was fair to charge people in Worsley to use their cars when no real 
improvements were being proposed for our local public transport – including Walkden 
Station.  

During the debate I made the following remarks about Walkden Station:  

“There is only limited use of rail networks through Atherton and Walkden for 
commuting into Manchester, because the services are overcrowded and subject to 
other problems, too. Express trains from Atherton do not stop at Walkden, because 
of the limited length of the platform. The two-carriage trains that do stop there tend to 
be full, and 30, 40 or more people are regularly left there in the morning peak hour, 
because they cannot get on the overcrowded trains… 

“Access to Walkden station is poor. There are two flights of stairs and no lift. The 
facilities are outdated and the station infrastructure is in urgent need of renewal. 
There are no car-parking facilities at the station apart from parking in nearby 
residential streets.” 

Following the Transport Innovation Fund Referendum in December, I am now keen 
to see our Local Authority and the Transport Authority working together to develop a 
solution that will see improve public transport in Worsley – especially Walkden 
Station.  I intend to press the case with all parties concerned to ensure a suitable 
package is delivered in future.  
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September 2008 

 
Friends of Walkden Station meeting  

 
In September I was pleased to be able to attend a Friends of Walkden Station 
meeting. My parliamentary commitments make it difficult for me to attend whilst 
parliament is sitting, so I was pleased to be able to attend the meeting over the  
Parliamentary recess.  
 
  

     November 2008  
 
Sunday services  
 
At the beginning of November I raised this issue once again with Northern Rail.  I 
was informed at this time that this service could not be introduced into the December 
2008 schedule due to the extensive revisions happening to the timetables across 
Greater Manchester. However, Lee Wasnidge, Area Director West at Northern Rail 
did state that once the December 2008 timetable was delivered, Northern Rail would 
be focusing on the December 2009 timetable.  

 
The next steps are for Northern Rail to resume talks with Greater Manchester 
Passenger Transport Executive on this issue. Lee Wasnidge has informed me that 
there is a draft timetable under consideration and both parties are now investigating 
the resourcing and cost of operation of this proposal.  

 
Northern now needs to agree with GMPTE on a plan that is affordable, resourcable 
and represents value for money. He has assured me that Northern will do its utmost 
to make this proposal a success. This year I will continue to call on both 
organisations to make this a reality.  
 

     February 2009  
 
Platform lengthening  
 
I have contacted Heidi Mottram once again asking her to let me know what progress 
has been made on this issue.   I will report any progress back to future meetings. 
 

Moving forward in 2009   
 
In 2009, I will continue to raise the issues in this report with both Northern Rail and 
Network Rail and will be pressing the case for improvements to be made.  
 
I will continue to support the work of Friends of Walkden Station in any way that I can 
to make sure we see progress made on these issues.  
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    Government investment in our railways  
 
The Government is taking a number of important steps to invest in the future of our 
railways.  
 
Some of the measures announced include: 
 

� On railways, the Government is investing £10 billion over the next 5 years to 
add capacity while improving reliability and safety.   

 
� At the Pre Budget Report the Government announced that it will bring forward 

an extra £1 billion to stimulate the economy by accelerating plans to cut 
congestion and significantly increase rail capacity. 

 
� The new Super Express train replaces the existing high speed trains which are 20-30 

years old. It will result in faster journey times and more seats, and will be greener 
and more flexible than the trains it replaces. 

 
� In addition to this announcement, the Government’s investment in the UK rail 

industry means that orders for a further 2,200 train carriages worth over £2.5bn are 
already confirmed or are in the pipeline.   

 
� It is good news for the British economy that over 12,500 jobs will be created and 

safeguarded; good news for the regions that the Government is supporting 
significant inward investment; and good news for passengers that we are taking the 
steps necessary to improve their rail journeys 

 
� Last year’s Rail White Paper set out firm and funded commitments for the 

biggest single increase in capacity for a generation:1,300 new carriages 
(nearly 100,000 new seats), with over 300 of the new carriages addressing 
the rapid growth in demand seen in cities such as Birmingham, Cardiff, Leeds 
and Manchester. 

 
 


